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SUBJECT: GDR PROTESTS PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON BERLIN 
AND GERMANY 

REF: 85 BERLIN 1202 

1. CONFIDENTIAL ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: THE GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY CALLED IN CHARGE 
JUNE 4 TO RECEIVE A PROTEST AGAINST RECENT STATEMENTS 
BY PRESIDENT REAGAN ON GERM^Y AND BERLIN DESCRIBED 

BY THE GDR AS CALLING FOR THE REUNIFICATION OF GERMANY, 
AN END TO THE BERLIN WALL AND CHARGING THE GDR WITH 
ATTEMPTING TO RESTRICT MOVEMENT IN BERLIN BY DIPLOMATS. 
THE MFA ALSO PROTESTED AGAINST lOSMABKS MADE AT AN ASPEN 
INSTITUTE SEMINAR BY US MINISTER JOHN KORNBLUM "SLAN- 
DERING" GDR POLITBURO MEMBER HERMANN AXEN FOR WHAT AKEN 
HAD SAID ABOUT THE U.S. IN A 1985 SPEECH. END SUMMARY. 

3. EARTH, DIRECTOR OF THE USA, CANADA AND JAPAN DE- 
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PARTMENT, MFA, CALLED IN CHARGE JUNE 4. POETSCHKE 
AND INTERPRETER WERE PRESENT ON GDR SIDE; POLOFF SANDFORD 
WAS NOTETAKER FOR U.S. BARTH GAVE MFA' S VIEWS ON RE- 
MARKS HE SAID HAD BEEN MADE BY PRESIDENT REAGAN IN 
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INTERVIEWS ON MAY 27 AND JUNE 3. BARTH DESCRIBED THE 
GDR AS ASTONISHED AT THE PRESIDENT'S WORDS ON REUNIFI- 
CATION OF GERMANY, WHICH HE CLAIMED DO NOT REFLECT 
THE REALITIES. READING FROM A PREPARED TEXT, BARTH 
STATED THAT CAPITALISM AND SOCIALISM CANNOT BE REUNITED 
AND THAT THE EXISTENCE OF TWO GERMAN STATES IS AN 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF STABILITY IN EUROPE AND IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF FORCES. HE CITED THE JOINT 
STATEMENT BY CHANCELLOR KOHL AND CHAIRMAN HONECKER OF 
MARCH 12, 1985, AS SETTING FORTH THE PRINCIPLE THAT 
INVIOLABILITY OF FRONTIERS AND RESPECT FOR TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY AND SOVEREIGNTY WITHIN PRESENTLY ESTABLISHED 
BORDERS ABE FUNDAMENTAL CONDITIONS FOR PEACE. THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS PRINCIPLE, BARTH ADDED, IS ALSO 
REFLECTED IN THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. 

4. REFERRING TO THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT THAT THE 
BERLIN WALL SHOULD COME DOWN, BARTH INSISTED THAT 
QUESTIONS REGARDING THE "STATE BORDER OF THE GDR" ARE 
ITS OWN AFFAIR, AND THAT THE GDR REJECTS ANY ATTEMPTS 
TO INTERFERE IN ITS AFFAIRS. MOREOVER, HE SAID, 
ASSERTIONS MADE ABOUT THE GDR RESTRICTING DIPLOMATS' 
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WITHIN BERLIN DO NOT ACCORD WITH 
THE FACTS; THE U.S. EMBASSY MUST KNOW THIS BEST OP ALL. 

5. BARTH WENT ON TO PROTEST REMARKS HE SAID HAD BEEN 
MADE BY MINISTER KORNBLUM AT A CONFERENCE OF THE ASPEN 
INSTITUTE IN WEST BERLIN ON MAY 15-17, ENTITLED "THE 
GDR TODAY." THESE REMARKS, BARTH SAID, WERE INSULTING 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 EMBBER 02117 01 OF 02 051458Z 

AND UNTRUE CONCERNING A SPEECH MADE BY GDR POLITBURO 
MEMBER HERMANN AXEN AT THE BUCHENWALD CONCENTRATION 
CAMP SITE IN APRIL 1985. THE MFA WAS OF THE OPINION 
THAT SUCH STATEMENTS BY A SENIOR U.S. OFFICIT^ NOT ONLY 
SLANDERED A GDR POLITICIAN AND ANTI-FASCIST, BUT CAN 
DISTURB AND POISON EAST-WEST RELATIONS. MOREOVER, 
BARTH ADDED, AFTER HIS SPEECH AXEN HAD RECEIVED MANY 
LETTERS FROM U.S. CITIZENS THANKING HIM FOR MENTIONING 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS TO THE LIBERA- 
TION STRUGGLE. 

6. CHARGE RESPONDED THAT HE HAD NOT RECEIVED A TEXT 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S JUNE 3 INTERVIEW REMARKS, AND WAS 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE MAY 27 SPEECH TO WHICH BARTH 
REFERRED. FROM NEWS REPORTS WE HAD READ OF THE JUNE 3 
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SPEECH, IT APPEARED THE PRESIDENT HAD SPOKEN ABOUT 
REUNITING THE FOUR SECTORS OF BERLIN, WHICH HAD ALWAYS 
BEEN OUR POLICY. EVEN IF WE HAD RECEIVED THE TEXT OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS, WE WOULD NOT DISCUSS THEM WITH 
THE GDR. CHARGE REMINDED EARTH THAT IN OUR VIEW BERLIN 
MATTERS ABE APPROPRIATE SOLELY FOR QUADRIPARTITE DIS- 
CUSSION. THEY DO NOT FORM A PART OF THE BILATERAL 
DIALOGUE. THIS DID NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, THAT GDR ATTEMPTS 
TO CHANGE THE QUADRIPARTITE STATUS OP BERLIN OR TO 
DIMINISH ALLIED RIGHTS IN BERLIN HAVE NOT HAD A DAMAGING 
IMPACT UPON U.S. -GDR RELATIONS. CLEARLY THEY HAVE. 

7. AS FOR MINISTER KORNBLUM' S REMARKS, CHARGE SAID HE 
DID NOT KNOW WHAT KORNBLUM HAD SAID BUT REMINDED EARTH 
THAT THE USG HAD STRONGLY PROTESTED TO THE GDR FOLLOWING 
AXEN'S BUCHENKALD SPEECH ATTACKING THE UNITED STATES. 
MINISTER KORNBLUM HAD BEEN DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
AFFAIRS IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT AT THAT TIME AND KNEW 
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SUBJECT: 6DR PROTESTS PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON BERLIN 

VERY WELL fTHAT THE U.S. HAD SAID ON THE SUBJECT OF AXEN'S 
SPEECH THEN. 

8. EARTH REPLIED THAT HE TOOK NOTE OF CHARGE'S COMMENTS, 
AND WANTED TO REEMPHASIZE THE GDR' S CONTINUING INTEREST 
IN DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., IN POLITICAL 
DIALOGUE, AND IN COOPERATION IN AREAS OF MUTUAL ADVAN- 
TAGE. HE SAID: "YOU KNOW OUR POINT OF VIEW ON BERLIN, 
AND WE KNOW YOURS." 

9. COMMENT: WE TAKE EARTH'S DEMARCHE AS HAVING BEEN 
MADE STRICTLY FOR THE RECORD. THE GDR MAY HAVE WANTED 
TO PUT DOWN A MARKER IN ADVANCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
BRANDENBURG GATE SPEECH JUNE 12. AXEN'S SPEECH (REFTEL) 
HAD SAID ESSENTIALLY THAT THE ANTI-FASCIST SPIRIT FOR 
WHICH AMERICAN SOLDIERS HAD LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES IN 
LIBERATING BUCHENWALD HAD BEEN SOLD OUT TO "INSANE PLANS 
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FOR STAR WARS" AND "MEGALOMANIAC PLANS OF AN AMERICAN 
WORLD DOMINATION." THOMPSON 
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